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CHAPTER .................................................

AN ACT

Relating to firearms; creating new provisions; amending ORS 166.262, 166.291, 166.360 and 166.370;
and prescribing an effective date.
Whereas on December 11, 2012, 54-year-old Cindy Ann Yuille and 45-year-old Steven Forsyth

were shot and killed in the Clackamas Town Center with a stolen AR-15 style assault weapon; and
Whereas the assault rifle used to kill Cindy Ann Yuille and Steven Forsyth had been stolen after

being left unsecured with a fully loaded 30 round ammunition magazine by its lawful owner; and
Whereas the lawful owner of the assault rifle failed to report the weapon stolen to any law

enforcement agency upon discovering the theft of the weapon; and
Whereas the lawful owner of the weapon used in the Clackamas Town Center shooting had no

legal obligation under Oregon law to safely secure the firearm or to report the theft of the weapon;
and

Whereas on average 10 children under the age of 18 commit suicide in Oregon each year with
firearms that were not safely stored and secured to prevent child access; and

Whereas Oregon has a per capita suicide rate above the national average; and
Whereas the percentage of suicides that are firearm suicides in Oregon is also above the na-

tional average; and
Whereas a proven barrier to the impulse to commit suicide is securing firearms with a lock or

storing firearms in locked containers; and
Whereas there are a number of children who are injured in Oregon each year with firearms that

were not safely stored and secured to prevent child access; and
Whereas the lack of a safe storage law in Oregon contributed to more than 22,000 firearms be-

ing lost or stolen in Oregon over the past 10 years; and
Whereas two-thirds of all school shootings in the United States from 1974 through 2000 involved

weapons taken by the attackers from their home or from the home of a relative, and many of these
shootings would have been prevented if the firearms used had been secured and safely stored; and

Whereas simple common-sense actions including safely storing and transferring firearms,
promptly reporting to law enforcement officials the loss or theft of firearms and supervising children
when they use firearms would prevent many deaths and injuries in Oregon; and

Whereas the Cindy Yuille and Steve Forsyth Act can be effective in significantly reducing gun
violence and suicide in Oregon without imposing criminal penalties; and

Whereas everyone has the right to be free from gun violence; now, therefore,
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Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

FIREARM STORAGE AND TRANSFER
(Definitions)

SECTION 1. Sections 2 to 6 of this 2021 Act shall be known and may be cited as the Cindy
Yuille and Steve Forsyth Act.

SECTION 2. As used in sections 2 to 6 of this 2021 Act:
(1) “Authorized person” means a person authorized by the owner or possessor of a

firearm to temporarily carry or control the firearm while in the presence of the owner or
possessor.

(2) “Container” means a box, case, chest, locker, safe or other similar receptacle, in-
cluding, within a vehicle, a glove compartment, enclosed trunk or center console, equipped
with a tamper-resistant lock.

(3) “Control” means, in relation to a firearm:
(a) That the owner or possessor of the firearm is close enough to the firearm to prevent

another person who is not an authorized person from obtaining the firearm; or
(b) That the owner or possessor of the firearm is in the person’s own residence, either

alone or with only authorized persons who also live in the residence and who are not minors,
and the residence is secure.

(4) “Firearm” has the meaning given that term in ORS 166.210, except that it does not
include a firearm that has been rendered permanently inoperable.

(5) “Gun room” means an area within a building enclosed by walls, a floor and a ceiling,
including a closet, that has all entrances secured by a tamper-resistant lock, that is kept
locked at all times when unoccupied and that is used for:

(a) The storage of firearms, ammunition, components of firearms or ammunition, or
equipment for firearm-related activities including but not limited to reloading ammunition,
gunsmithing and firearm cleaning and maintenance; or

(b) Conducting firearm-related activities, including but not limited to reloading ammuni-
tion, gunsmithing and firearm cleaning and maintenance.

(6) “Handgun” has the meaning given that term in ORS 166.210.
(7) “Law enforcement agency” has the meaning given that term in ORS 166.525.
(8) “Minor” means a person under 18 years of age.
(9) “Possessor” means a person who possesses a firearm with permission from the owner

of the firearm for a period of time when the owner is not present.
(10) “Trigger or cable lock” means:
(a) A device that, when installed in a firearm, is designed to prevent the firearm from

being operated without first deactivating the device; or
(b) A device incorporated into the design of the firearm that is designed to prevent the

operation of the firearm by any person not having access to the device.

(Storage)

SECTION 3. (1)(a) An owner or possessor of a firearm shall, at all times that the firearm
is not carried by or under the control of the owner, possessor or authorized person, secure
the firearm:

(A) With an engaged trigger or cable lock;
(B) In a locked container; or
(C) In a gun room.
(b) For purposes of paragraph (a) of this subsection, a firearm is not secured if:
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(A) A key or combination to the trigger or cable lock or the container is readily available
to a person the owner or possessor has not authorized to carry or control the firearm.

(B) The firearm is a handgun, is left unattended in a vehicle and is within view of persons
outside the vehicle.

(2)(a) A violation of subsection (1) of this section is a Class C violation.
(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection, a violation of subsection (1) of this

section is a Class A violation if a minor obtains an unsecured firearm as a result of the vi-
olation and the owner or possessor of the firearm knew or should have known that a minor
could gain unauthorized access to the unsecured firearm.

(c) Each firearm owned or possessed in violation of subsection (1) of this section consti-
tutes a separate violation.

(3) If a firearm obtained as a result of an owner or possessor of a firearm violating
subsection (1) of this section is used to injure a person or property within two years of the
violation, in an action against the owner or possessor to recover damages for the injury, the
violation constitutes per se negligence, and the presumption of negligence may not be over-
come by a showing that the owner or possessor acted reasonably.

(4) Subsection (3) of this section does not apply if:
(a) The injury results from a lawful act of self-defense or defense of another person; or
(b) The unsecured firearm was obtained by a person as a result of the person entering

or remaining unlawfully in a dwelling, as those terms are defined in ORS 164.205.
(5) This section does not apply to a police officer as defined in ORS 181A.355, with respect

to a particular firearm, if storage of the firearm is covered by a policy of the law enforce-
ment agency employing the police officer and the firearm is stored in compliance with the
policy.

(Transfers)

SECTION 4. (1) If a person transfers a firearm and a criminal background check under
ORS 166.435 is required prior to the transfer, the person shall transfer the firearm:

(a) With an engaged trigger or cable lock; or
(b) In a locked container.
(2)(a) A violation of subsection (1) of this section is a Class C violation.
(b) Each firearm transferred in violation of subsection (1) of this section constitutes a

separate violation.
(3) If a firearm transferred in a manner that violates subsection (1) of this section is

used to injure a person or property within two years of the violation, in an action against
the transferor to recover damages for the injury, the violation of subsection (1) of this sec-
tion constitutes per se negligence, and the presumption of negligence may not be overcome
by a showing that the transferor acted reasonably.

(4) Subsection (3) of this section does not apply if the injury results from a lawful act
of self-defense or defense of another person.

(5) This section does not apply to:
(a) The transfer of a firearm made inoperable for the specific purpose of being used as

a prop in the making of a motion picture or a television, digital or similar production.
(b) A transfer that occurs when a firearm is taken from the owner or possessor of the

firearm by force.

(Loss or Theft Reporting)

SECTION 5. (1)(a) A person who owns, possesses or controls a firearm shall report the
loss or theft of the firearm to a law enforcement agency in the jurisdiction in which the loss
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or theft occurred as soon as practicable but not later than within 72 hours of the time the
person knew or reasonably should have known of the loss or theft.

(b) If a means of reporting a loss or theft of a firearm within 72 hours is not reasonably
available, the person who owned, possessed or controlled the firearm that was lost or stolen
must report the loss or theft within 24 hours of the means of reporting becoming available.

(c) A person may include the serial number of the firearm in a report under this sub-
section.

(2)(a) A violation of subsection (1) of this section is a Class B violation.
(b) Each firearm for which a person does not make the report within the time required

by subsection (1) of this section constitutes a separate violation.
(c) A person who knowingly provides false information in a report required by subsection

(1) of this section commits the crime of initiating a false report under ORS 162.375.
(3) If a lost or stolen firearm is used to injure a person or property and the person who

owned, possessed or controlled the firearm at the time of the loss or theft did not report the
loss or theft as required by subsection (1) of this section, in an action against the person
who owned, possessed or controlled the firearm at the time of the loss or theft to recover
damages for the injury, the violation constitutes negligence per se for two years from the
expiration of the time limit for reporting or until the loss or theft report is made, whichever
occurs sooner. The presumption of negligence may not be overcome by a showing that the
person acted reasonably.

(4) Subsection (3) of this section does not apply if the injury results from a lawful act
of self-defense or defense of another person.

(5)(a) Within 24 hours of receiving a report under subsection (1) of this section, a law
enforcement agency shall create a record concerning the lost or stolen firearm in the Law
Enforcement Data System or another electronic database as determined by the Department
of State Police.

(b) A law enforcement agency is exempt from the obligation described in paragraph (a)
of this subsection if the agency is unable to create a record concerning the lost or stolen
firearm in the electronic database due to insufficient information.

(c) The department may adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this subsection.

(Supervision of Minor)

SECTION 6. (1) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4) of this section, a person
who delivers or otherwise transfers a firearm to a minor shall directly supervise the minor’s
use of the firearm.

(2)(a) If a person delivers or otherwise transfers a firearm to a minor and fails to directly
supervise the minor’s use of the firearm as required by subsection (1) of this section, in an
action against the person to recover damages for injury to a person or property caused by
the minor’s use of the firearm, the failure to supervise constitutes negligence per se, and the
presumption of negligence may not be overcome by a showing that the person acted rea-
sonably.

(b) Paragraph (a) of this subsection does not apply if the injury results from a lawful act
of self-defense or defense of another person.

(3) A person who delivers or otherwise transfers a firearm to a minor may delegate to
another person, with the consent of the other person and the minor’s parent or guardian,
the duty to supervise the minor’s use of the firearm. If the duty to supervise is delegated
under this subsection, subsection (2) of this section applies to the person assuming the duty
to supervise.

(4)(a) This section does not apply, with respect to a particular firearm other than a
handgun, if:
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(A) The firearm is transferred to a minor in accordance with ORS 166.470, and, as a re-
sult of the transfer, the minor is the owner of the firearm; or

(B) The firearm is temporarily transferred to a minor by the minor’s parent or guardian
or by another person with the consent of the minor’s parent or guardian, for the purpose
of hunting in accordance with ORS 497.360, hunting of a predatory animal as defined in ORS
610.002 or target shooting at a shooting range, shooting gallery or other area designed for
the purpose of target shooting.

(b) The exception described in paragraph (a)(B) of this subsection applies only during the
time in which the minor is engaged in activities related to hunting or target shooting.

(Gun Dealer Notice)

SECTION 7. A gun dealer shall post in a prominent location in the gun dealer’s place of
business a notice, in block letters not less than one inch in height, that states, “The pur-
chaser of a firearm has an obligation to store firearms in a safe manner and to prevent un-
supervised access to a firearm by a minor. If a minor or unauthorized person obtains access
to a firearm and the owner failed to store the firearm in a safe manner, the owner may be
in violation of the law.”

REGULATION OF FIREARMS IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS

SECTION 8. (1) The governing board of a public university listed in ORS 352.002, the
Oregon Health and Science University Board of Directors, the governing board of a commu-
nity college or a district school board as defined in ORS 332.002 may adopt a policy providing
that the affirmative defense described in ORS 166.370 (3)(g), concerning persons licensed to
carry a concealed handgun under ORS 166.291 and 166.292, does not apply to the possession
of firearms on the grounds of the schools controlled by the board.

(2) A board that adopts a policy under this section shall:
(a) Post a clearly visible sign, at all normal points of entry to the school grounds subject

to the policy described in subsection (1) of this section, indicating that the affirmative de-
fense described in ORS 166.370 (3)(g) does not apply.

(b) Post a notice on the board’s website identifying all school grounds subject to the
policy described in subsection (1) of this section.

SECTION 9. ORS 166.360 is amended to read:
166.360. As used in ORS 166.360 to 166.380, unless the context requires otherwise:
(1) “Capitol building” means the Capitol, the State Office Building, the State Library Building,

the Labor and Industries Building, the State Transportation Building, the Agriculture Building or
the Public Service Building and includes any new buildings which may be constructed on the same
grounds as an addition to the group of buildings listed in this subsection.

(2) “Court facility” means a courthouse or that portion of any other building occupied by a
circuit court, the Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court or the Oregon Tax Court or occupied by
personnel related to the operations of those courts, or in which activities related to the operations
of those courts take place.

(3) “Judge” means a judge of a circuit court, the Court of Appeals, the Supreme Court, the
Oregon Tax Court, a municipal court, a probate court or a juvenile court or a justice of the peace.

(4) “Judicial district” means a circuit court district established under ORS 3.012 or a justice of
the peace district established under ORS 51.020.

(5) “Juvenile court” has the meaning given that term in ORS 419A.004.
(6) “Loaded firearm” means:
(a) A breech-loading firearm in which there is an unexpended cartridge or shell in or attached

to the firearm including but not limited to, in a chamber, magazine or clip which is attached to the
firearm.
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(b) A muzzle-loading firearm which is capped or primed and has a powder charge and ball, shot
or projectile in the barrel or cylinder.

(7) “Local court facility” means the portion of a building in which a justice court, a municipal
court, a probate court or a juvenile court conducts business, during the hours in which the court
operates.

(8) “Probate court” has the meaning given that term in ORS 111.005.
(9) “Public building” means:
(a) A hospital, a capitol building, a public or private school, as defined in ORS 339.315, a college

or university, a city hall or the residence of any state official elected by the state at large, and the
grounds adjacent to each such building. The term also includes that portion of any other building
occupied by an agency of the state or [a municipal corporation, as defined] by a city, a county, a
district as defined in ORS 198.010 or any other entity that falls within the definition of
“municipal corporation” in ORS 297.405, other than a court facility[.]; or

(b) The passenger terminal of a commercial service airport with over one million pas-
senger boardings per year.

(10) “Weapon” means:
(a) A firearm;
(b) Any dirk, dagger, ice pick, slingshot, metal knuckles or any similar instrument or a knife,

other than an ordinary pocketknife with a blade less than four inches in length, the use of which
could inflict injury upon a person or property;

(c) Mace, tear gas, pepper mace or any similar deleterious agent as defined in ORS 163.211;
(d) An electrical stun gun or any similar instrument;
(e) A tear gas weapon as defined in ORS 163.211;
(f) A club, bat, baton, billy club, bludgeon, knobkerrie, nunchaku, nightstick, truncheon or any

similar instrument, the use of which could inflict injury upon a person or property; or
(g) A dangerous or deadly weapon as those terms are defined in ORS 161.015.
SECTION 10. ORS 166.370 is amended to read:
166.370. (1)(a) Any person who intentionally possesses a loaded or unloaded firearm or any other

instrument used as a dangerous weapon, while in or on a public building, shall upon conviction be
guilty of a Class C felony.

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this subsection, in a prosecution under this section
for the possession of a firearm within the Capitol, within the passenger terminal of a com-
mercial service airport with over one million passenger boardings per year or on school
grounds subject to a policy described in section 8 of this 2021 Act, if the person proves by a
preponderance of the evidence that, at the time of the possession, the person was licensed
under ORS 166.291 and 166.292 to carry a concealed handgun, upon conviction the person is
guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

(2)(a) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, a person who inten-
tionally possesses:

(A) A firearm in a court facility is guilty, upon conviction, of a Class C felony. A person who

intentionally possesses a firearm in a court facility shall surrender the firearm to a law enforcement

officer.

(B) A weapon, other than a firearm, in a court facility may be required to surrender the weapon

to a law enforcement officer or to immediately remove it from the court facility. A person who fails

to comply with this subparagraph is guilty, upon conviction, of a Class C felony.

(C) A firearm in a local court facility is guilty, upon conviction, of a Class C felony if, prior to

the offense, the presiding judge of the local court facility entered an order prohibiting firearms in

the area in which the court conducts business and during the hours in which the court operates.

(b) The presiding judge of a judicial district or a municipal court may enter an order permitting

the possession of specified weapons in a court facility.
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(c) Within a shared court facility, the presiding judge of a municipal court or justice of the
peace district may not enter an order concerning the possession of weapons in the court facility that
is in conflict with an order entered by the presiding judge of the circuit court.

(3) Subsection (1)(a) of this section does not apply to:
(a) A police officer or reserve officer, as those terms are defined in ORS 181A.355.
(b) A parole and probation officer, as defined in ORS 181A.355, while the parole and probation

officer is acting within the scope of employment.
(c) A federal officer, as defined in ORS 133.005, or a certified reserve officer or corrections of-

ficer, as those terms are defined in ORS 181A.355, while the federal officer, certified reserve officer
or corrections officer is acting within the scope of employment.

(d) A person summoned by an officer described in paragraph (a), (b) or (c) of this subsection to
assist in making an arrest or preserving the peace, while the summoned person is engaged in as-
sisting the officer.

(e) An honorably retired law enforcement officer.
(f) An active or reserve member of the military forces of this state or the United States, when

engaged in the performance of duty.
(g) A person who is licensed under ORS 166.291 and 166.292 to carry a concealed handgun, ex-

cept as provided in subsection (1)(b) of this section.
(h) A person who is authorized by the officer or agency that controls the public building to

possess a firearm or dangerous weapon in that public building.
(i) An employee of the United States Department of Agriculture, acting within the scope of

employment, who possesses a firearm in the course of the lawful taking of wildlife.
(j) Possession of a firearm on school property if the firearm:
(A) Is possessed by a person who is not otherwise prohibited from possessing the firearm; and
(B) Is unloaded and locked in a motor vehicle.
(k) A person who possesses a firearm in the passenger terminal of a commercial service

airport, if the firearm is unloaded and in a locked hard-sided container for the purposes of
transporting the firearm as checked baggage in accordance with federal law.

(4)(a) Except as provided in subsection (1)(b) of this section, the exceptions listed in sub-
section (3)(d) to [(j)] (k) of this section constitute affirmative defenses to a charge of violating sub-
section (1)(a) of this section.

(b) A person may not use the affirmative defense described in subsection (3)(e) of this section
if the person has been convicted of an offense that would make the person ineligible to obtain a
concealed handgun license under ORS 166.291 and 166.292.

(5)(a) Any person who knowingly, or with reckless disregard for the safety of another, dis-
charges or attempts to discharge a firearm at a place that the person knows is a school shall upon
conviction be guilty of a Class C felony.

(b) Paragraph (a) of this subsection does not apply to the discharge of a firearm:
(A) As part of a program approved by a school in the school by an individual who is partic-

ipating in the program;
(B) By a law enforcement officer acting in the officer’s official capacity; or
(C) By an employee of the United States Department of Agriculture, acting within the scope of

employment, in the course of the lawful taking of wildlife.
(6) Any weapon carried in violation of this section is subject to the forfeiture provisions of ORS

166.279.
(7) Notwithstanding the fact that a person’s conduct in a single criminal episode constitutes a

violation of both subsections (1) and (5) of this section, the district attorney may charge the person
with only one of the offenses.

(8) As used in this section, “dangerous weapon” means a dangerous weapon as that term is de-
fined in ORS 161.015.

SECTION 11. ORS 166.262 is amended to read:
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166.262. A peace officer may not arrest or charge a person for violating ORS 166.250 (1)(a) or
(b) or 166.370 (1)(a) if the person has in the person’s immediate possession:

(1) A valid license to carry a firearm as provided in ORS 166.291 and 166.292, unless the per-
son possesses a firearm within the Capitol, within the passenger terminal of a commercial
service airport with over one million passenger boardings per year or on school grounds
subject to a policy described in section 8 of this 2021 Act;

(2) Proof that the person is a law enforcement officer; or
(3) Proof that the person is an honorably retired law enforcement officer, unless the person has

been convicted of an offense that would make the person ineligible to obtain a concealed handgun
license under ORS 166.291 and 166.292.

CONCEALED HANDGUN LICENSE FEES

SECTION 12. ORS 166.291 is amended to read:
166.291. (1) The sheriff of a county, upon a person’s application for an Oregon concealed

handgun license, upon receipt of the appropriate fees and after compliance with the procedures set
out in this section, shall issue the person a concealed handgun license if the person:

(a)(A) Is a citizen of the United States; or
(B) Is a legal resident alien who can document continuous residency in the county for at least

six months and has declared in writing to the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
the intent to acquire citizenship status and can present proof of the written declaration to the
sheriff at the time of application for the license;

(b) Is at least 21 years of age;
(c) Is a resident of the county;
(d) Has no outstanding warrants for arrest;
(e) Is not free on any form of pretrial release;
(f) Demonstrates competence with a handgun by any one of the following:
(A) Completion of any hunter education or hunter safety course approved by the State Depart-

ment of Fish and Wildlife or a similar agency of another state if handgun safety was a component
of the course;

(B) Completion of any National Rifle Association firearms safety or training course if handgun
safety was a component of the course;

(C) Completion of any firearms safety or training course or class available to the general public
offered by law enforcement, community college, or private or public institution or organization or
firearms training school utilizing instructors certified by the National Rifle Association or a law
enforcement agency if handgun safety was a component of the course;

(D) Completion of any law enforcement firearms safety or training course or class offered for
security guards, investigators, reserve law enforcement officers or any other law enforcement offi-
cers if handgun safety was a component of the course;

(E) Presents evidence of equivalent experience with a handgun through participation in organ-
ized shooting competition or military service;

(F) Is licensed or has been licensed to carry a firearm in this state, unless the license has been
revoked; or

(G) Completion of any firearms training or safety course or class conducted by a firearms in-
structor certified by a law enforcement agency or the National Rifle Association if handgun safety
was a component of the course;

(g) Has never been convicted of a felony or found guilty, except for insanity under ORS 161.295,
of a felony;

(h) Has not been convicted of a misdemeanor or found guilty, except for insanity under ORS
161.295, of a misdemeanor within the four years prior to the application, including a misdemeanor
conviction for the possession of marijuana as described in paragraph (L) of this subsection;

(i) Has not been committed to the Oregon Health Authority under ORS 426.130;
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(j) Has not been found to be a person with mental illness and is not subject to an order under
ORS 426.130 that the person be prohibited from purchasing or possessing a firearm as a result of
that mental illness;

(k) Has been discharged from the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for more than four years if,
while a minor, the person was found to be within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for having
committed an act that, if committed by an adult, would constitute a felony or a misdemeanor in-
volving violence, as defined in ORS 166.470;

(L) Has not been convicted of an offense involving controlled substances or participated in a
court-supervised drug diversion program, except this disability does not operate to exclude a person
if:

(A) The person can demonstrate that the person has been convicted only once of a marijuana
possession offense that constituted a misdemeanor or violation under the law of the jurisdiction of
the offense, and has not completed a drug diversion program for a marijuana possession offense that
constituted a misdemeanor or violation under the law of the jurisdiction of the offense; or

(B) The person can demonstrate that the person has only once completed a drug diversion pro-
gram for a marijuana possession offense that constituted a misdemeanor or violation under the law
of the jurisdiction of the offense, and has not been convicted of a marijuana possession offense that
constituted a misdemeanor or violation under the law of the jurisdiction of the offense;

(m) Is not subject to a citation issued under ORS 163.735 or an order issued under ORS 30.866,
107.700 to 107.735 or 163.738;

(n) Has not received a dishonorable discharge from the Armed Forces of the United States;
(o) Is not required to register as a sex offender in any state; and
(p) Is not presently subject to an order under ORS 426.133 prohibiting the person from pur-

chasing or possessing a firearm.
(2) A person who has been granted relief under ORS 166.273, 166.274 or 166.293 or 18 U.S.C.

925(c) or has had the person’s record expunged under the laws of this state or equivalent laws of
other jurisdictions is not subject to the disabilities in subsection (1)(g) to (L) of this section.

(3) Before the sheriff may issue a license:
(a) The application must state the applicant’s legal name, current address and telephone number,

date and place of birth, hair and eye color and height and weight. The application must also list the
applicant’s residence address or addresses for the previous three years. The application must con-
tain a statement by the applicant that the applicant meets the requirements of subsection (1) of this
section. The application may include the Social Security number of the applicant if the applicant
voluntarily provides this number. The application must be signed by the applicant.

(b) The applicant must submit to fingerprinting and photographing by the sheriff. The sheriff
shall fingerprint and photograph the applicant and shall conduct any investigation necessary to
corroborate the requirements listed under subsection (1) of this section. If a nationwide criminal
records check is necessary, the sheriff shall request the Department of State Police to conduct the
check, including fingerprint identification, through the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation shall return the fingerprint cards used to conduct the criminal records
check and may not keep any record of the fingerprints. The Department of State Police shall report
the results of the fingerprint-based criminal records check to the sheriff. The Department of State
Police shall also furnish the sheriff with any information about the applicant that the Department
of State Police may have in its possession including, but not limited to, manual or computerized
criminal offender information.

(4) Application forms for concealed handgun licenses shall be supplied by the sheriff upon re-
quest. The forms shall be uniform throughout this state in substantially the following form:
_______________________________________________________________________________________

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE TO CARRY
CONCEALED HANDGUN

 Date
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I hereby declare as follows:
I am a citizen of the United States or a legal resident alien who can document continuous res-

idency in the county for at least six months and have declared in writing to the United States Cit-
izenship and Immigration Services my intention to become a citizen and can present proof of the
written declaration to the sheriff at the time of this application. I am at least 21 years of age. I have
been discharged from the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for more than four years if, while a mi-
nor, I was found to be within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for having committed an act that,
if committed by an adult, would constitute a felony or a misdemeanor involving violence, as defined
in ORS 166.470. I have never been convicted of a felony or found guilty, except for insanity under
ORS 161.295, of a felony in the State of Oregon or elsewhere. I have not, within the last four years,
been convicted of a misdemeanor or found guilty, except for insanity under ORS 161.295, of a
misdemeanor. Except as provided in ORS 166.291 (1)(L), I have not been convicted of an offense in-
volving controlled substances or completed a court-supervised drug diversion program. There are
no outstanding warrants for my arrest and I am not free on any form of pretrial release. I have not
been committed to the Oregon Health Authority under ORS 426.130, nor have I been found to be a
person with mental illness and presently subject to an order prohibiting me from purchasing or
possessing a firearm because of mental illness. I am not under a court order to participate in as-
sisted outpatient treatment that includes an order prohibiting me from purchasing or possessing a
firearm. If any of the previous conditions do apply to me, I have been granted relief or wish to pe-
tition for relief from the disability under ORS 166.273, 166.274 or 166.293 or 18 U.S.C. 925(c) or have
had the records expunged. I am not subject to a citation issued under ORS 163.735 or an order is-
sued under ORS 30.866, 107.700 to 107.735 or 163.738. I have never received a dishonorable discharge
from the Armed Forces of the United States. I am not required to register as a sex offender in any
state. I understand I will be fingerprinted and photographed.

Legal name 
Age  Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Social Security number 
(Disclosure of your Social Security account number is voluntary. Solicitation of the number is au-
thorized under ORS 166.291. It will be used only as a means of identification.)

Proof of identification (Two pieces of current identification are required, one of which must bear a
photograph of the applicant. The type of identification and the number on the identification are to
be filled in by the sheriff.):

1.
2.

Height  Weight 
Hair color  Eye color 

Current address 
 (List residence addresses for the

 past three years on the back.)

City  County  Zip 
Phone 

I have read the entire text of this application, and the statements therein are correct and true.
(Making false statements on this application is a misdemeanor.)

 (Signature of Applicant)
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Character references.

Name: Address

Name: Address

Approved  Disapproved  by 

Competence with handgun demonstrated by  (to be filled in by sheriff)

Date  Fee Paid 

License No. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

(5)(a) Fees for concealed handgun licenses are:

(A) $15 to the Department of State Police for conducting the fingerprint check of the applicant.

(B) [$50] $100 to the sheriff for the initial issuance [or renewal] of a concealed handgun license.

(C) $75 to the sheriff for the renewal of a concealed handgun license.

[(C)] (D) $15 to the sheriff for the duplication of a license because of loss or change of address.

(b) The sheriff may enter into an agreement with the Department of Transportation to produce

the concealed handgun license.

(6) No civil or criminal liability shall attach to the sheriff or any authorized representative en-

gaged in the receipt and review of, or an investigation connected with, any application for, or in the

issuance, denial or revocation of, any license under ORS 166.291 to 166.295 as a result of the lawful

performance of duties under those sections.

(7) Immediately upon acceptance of an application for a concealed handgun license, the sheriff

shall enter the applicant’s name into the Law Enforcement Data System indicating that the person

is an applicant for a concealed handgun license or is a license holder.

(8) The county sheriff may waive the residency requirement in subsection (1)(c) of this section

for a resident of a contiguous state who has a compelling business interest or other legitimate

demonstrated need.

(9) For purposes of subsection (1)(c) of this section, a person is a resident of a county if the

person:

(a) Has a current Oregon driver license issued to the person showing a residence address in the

county;

(b) Is registered to vote in the county and has a voter notification card issued to the person

under ORS 247.181 showing a residence address in the county;

(c) Has documentation showing that the person currently leases or owns real property in the

county; or

(d) Has documentation showing that the person filed an Oregon tax return for the most recent

tax year showing a residence address in the county.

(10) As used in this section, “drug diversion program” means a program in which a defendant

charged with a marijuana possession offense completes a program under court supervision and in

which the marijuana possession offense is dismissed upon successful completion of the diversion

program.

SECTION 13. The amendments to ORS 166.291 by section 12 of this 2021 Act apply to

applications for new concealed handgun licenses and requests for license renewal submitted

on or after the effective date of this 2021 Act.

CAPTIONS
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SECTION 14. The unit captions used in this 2021 Act are provided only for the conven-
ience of the reader and do not become part of the statutory law of this state or express any
legislative intent in the enactment of this 2021 Act.

EFFECTIVE DATE

SECTION 15. This 2021 Act takes effect on the 91st day after the date on which the 2021
regular session of the Eighty-first Legislative Assembly adjourns sine die.

Passed by Senate March 25, 2021

Repassed by Senate May 5, 2021

..................................................................................
Lori L. Brocker, Secretary of Senate

..................................................................................
Peter Courtney, President of Senate

Passed by House April 29, 2021

..................................................................................
Tina Kotek, Speaker of House

Received by Governor:

........................M.,........................................................., 2021

Approved:

........................M.,........................................................., 2021

..................................................................................
Kate Brown, Governor

Filed in Office of Secretary of State:

........................M.,........................................................., 2021

..................................................................................
Shemia Fagan, Secretary of State
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New or Revised Policy  Answer Notes

What need does this policy attempt to 

address? 

Prohibit firearm on the UO campuses and 

controlled properties. 

The proposed revisions are based on a new law in the State of 

Oregon that allows education institutions K‐12 and higher 

education to prohibit firearms on all university controlled 

property 

Does this policy comport with the UO 

definition for a university‐wide policy? 
yes 

Is this policy required by an external entity 

(e.g., federal or state law)? 
No

However, SB 554 (2021) expressly authorizes the university’s 

governing board to enact a policy that removes the exception for

concealed carry permit holders while in or on a building or 

university grounds controlled by the board. Accordingly, the 

revision to University Policy IV.05.05 includes concealed carry 

permit holders in the general firearms possession prohibition

Who is affected by this policy and how are 

they affected? 
Everyone, students, faculty, staff, visitors. 

Clarifies that firearms will now be prohibited on any UO own or 

controlled property, even for those individuals that have a 

concealed carry permit. 



Who was consulted in the drafting of this 

policy? 

President

Interim Executive Vice President / Provost

Senior Vice President for Finance and 

Administration

Vice President and General Counsel

Vice President for University Communications

Vice President for Student Services and 

Enrollment Management

Vice President for Government and Community 

Relations / University Secretary

Interim Vice President for Student Life

AVP Campus Planning and Facilities 

Management 

UOPD Police Chief

Director of Campus Planning

The following leadership has been briefed and supports making 

the revisions. The briefings were conducted over the fall term and 

January 2024. 

We have also included a letter of support from Everytown for Gun 

Safety, Mom Demand Action, and Student Demand Action 

received in November of 2023 and January of 2024. 

Subject matter experts? 

Safety and Risk Services

General Counsel

University of Oregon Police Department 

Key constituent groups?   Non‐UO concealed carry permit holders

The University Policy IV.05.05 already prohibited firearms in 

buildings and by individuals affiliated with the university 

(students, faculty, and staff). The revisions will now include 

concealed carry permit holders in the general firearms possession 

prohibition.

What questions came up in the 

consultation/development and how are 

they addressed? 

No issues of concerns

Many individuals assumed firearms were already prohibited, not 

understanding that Oregon concealed carry laws allowed non‐UO‐

affiliated individuals to carry a firearm on campus outside of our 

buildings in public spaces.    



What new resources (e.g., financial, 

human, operational, technological) are 

needed to implement and maintain 

compliance with this policy? 

Signage, website statements 
The costs for enacting this revision are minimal, including the 

purchase and installation of signage for the campus.

Are there known costs, cost savings, or 

other consequences associated with this 

policy? 

Some direct costs for signs, and staff time 
The cost can be absorbed within current budgets of those 

departments with responsiblities outlined in the policy. 

Does the policy adequately separate out 

applicable procedures? 
Yes 

Safety and Risk Services (SRS) is responsible for overseeing the 

periodic  policy review 

Campus Planning and Facilities Management (CPFM) is 

responsible for signage on campus.

UOPD is responsible for enforcement if required 

a. Where will these procedures be posted? SRS website 

10. What education or training is required 

to successfully implement or maintain this 

policy and to promote compliance?

Minimal  Signage for non‐UO concealed carry permit holders

a. Who is responsible for these efforts? 

SRS

CPFM 

UOPD

Safety and Risk Services (SRS) is responsible for overseeing the 

periodic  policy review 

Campus Planning and Facilities Management (CPFM) is 

responsible for signage on campus.

UOPD is responsible for enforcement if required

11. Does the proposed concept relate to a 

matter within a union contract? If so, 

please describe. 

No 

Revised Policy 



Have you looked at other policies that 

cover the same subject matter and looked 

for opportunities to consolidate policies? 

Yes  Yes, we reviewed Oregon State University Firearm Policy 07‐315

Have all references to other policies (e.g., 

ORS, OAR) been updated? 
Yes

We have attached the SB554 (2021) for reference; Section 8 

provides the updated language for schools and universities. 



Dear University of Oregon Firearms Policy Work Group,

We, the undersigned students, alumni, faculty, staff, and parents of students at the University of
Oregon are writing to ask you to use your power under Oregon’s new gun safety law to keep the
school community safer from gun violence and update Policy IV.05.05 on firearms.

The Oregon legislature passed Senate Bill 554 in 2021 allowing universities and K-12 schools to
prohibit firearms on school property, regardless of whether someone has a concealed handgun
license (CHL). Under current law, firearms are already prohibited on school property, but there is
an exception for individuals with CHLs. Now that SB 554 is in effect, the University can choose to
adopt a new policy prohibiting all firearms on campus grounds.

Research indicates that continuing to allow guns on campus would likely lead to more gun
homicides and suicides, more nonfatal shootings, and more threats with a firearm. Nor is there
any reason to expect concealed carry permit holders to stop in-progress shootings: Under
extreme duress, an armed college student or university professor cannot be expected to
transform into a specially trained tactical police officer. At least one student with a concealed
weapon was present during the tragic 2015 shooting at Umpqua Community College, and later
told reporters it would have been impossible to intervene without being potentially mistaken for
the shooter by police.1 Even some of the most highly trained members of law enforcement see
their shooting accuracy significantly decrease when engaged in gunfights.

Allowing guns on campus could increase the risk of gun suicide for students. The firearm suicide
rate for young people has increased by 53 percent in the past decade – and access to firearms
increases the risk of suicide by three times.2 According to the CDC, about 79% of gun deaths in
Oregon are suicides – compared to 57% of all gun deaths in the US. Mental health issues and
guns on campus are a dangerous combination: Suicide is the third leading cause of death for
young Americans, and in 2019 a national survey found that three out of five college students

2 Andrew Anglemyer, Tara Horvath, and George Rutherford, “The Accessibility of Firearms and Risk for
Suicide and Homicide Victimization among Household Members: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis,”
Annals of Internal Medicine 160, no. 2 (January 2014): 101–10, https://doi.org/10.7326/M13-1301

1 Scott Keyes, “Oregon shooting occurred in state that 'actually forces colleges to allow guns'”, The Guardian,
October 4, 2015,
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/04/oregon-shooting-state-universities-campus-gun-laws-con
cealed-carry.

https://doi.org/10.7326/M13-1301
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/04/oregon-shooting-state-universities-campus-gun-laws-concealed-carry
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/oct/04/oregon-shooting-state-universities-campus-gun-laws-concealed-carry


reported “overwhelming anxiety” in the past year, and two of five “felt so depressed that it was
difficult to function.”3

We urge the University to revise policy IV.05.05 and prohibit guns on school property.

Sincerely,

Betty Abadia Elizabeth Abbasi Nicole Albert

Kristan Alldrin Gaido Jennifer Alldrin-Langhus Grant Aman

Nicole Aman Judy Anderson Nancy Anderson

Sharri Anderson Sondra Anderson Jill Andreyuk

Diane Andrikopoulos Lyric Apted Morgan Renee Armstrong

Alyssa Arnold Jessica Astrella Meghna Babbar-Senens

Chris Bailey Amy Baker Schultz Ginger Balazs

Wendy Bales Alexis Barbosa Sophie Barlow

Anthony Barnes Wendy Barnes Maile Michelle Baures

Kat Baviera Nancy Bennett Renee Berg

Karen Berry Connie Bettencourt Dorothy Jean Beyer

Erin Birnel Marian Blankenship Jennifer Blechman

Katy Bloch Richard Bloch Alisa Blum

Adrienne Bonosevich John Bowden Jen Briggs

David Brock Jessica Brooks Rosalie Broomfield

Melissa Brown Nita Brueggeman Kelly Bryan

Judy Ann Hershelman Bryant Madeleine Bucci Darcy Buckley

Amanda Budhi Grace Bulger Therese Burchell

Christina Burger Quinn Burke Mary Cadien

Megan Campbell Nicole Campbell Katherine Carey

Jean Carlton Catherine Cascade Catherine Chadwick

3 American College Health Association, “National College Health Assessment II: Reference Group Executive
Summary, Spring 2019” (Silver Spring, MD: American College Health Association, 2019),
https://bit.ly/3lJeu5e.

https://bit.ly/3lJeu5e


Melissa Chambers Dev Chilson Bobbie Cirel

Kristi Clarida Lonnie Clark Ashley Clemens

Susan Cocking Candice Coffee Caitie Coleman

Jennifer May Coleman Ariana Collier Sandra Colvard

Heather Combs Erin Cook Holly Cook

Kiley Cook Hiett Cooper Pam Coven

Amalia Coxe-Trieger Beth Crabill Rebecca Crabtree

Deborah Curtis Katie Curtis Lisa Foss Curtis

Hannah Cutting-Jones Barbara Dallas Ruth Dallas

Nicole Darabi Sarah Grace Davie Marilyn Dawkins

Estella M. De Anda Catherine DeBakker Danielle DeMarco Smith

Lin DeMartini Amy Derr Rep. Maxine Dexter

Kathleen Dinges Rice Jennifer Dodge Quinn Caitlin Donnelly

Nicole Dorfman Laurie Doscher Emily Doucette

Lynn Drazinski Theresa Duffy Malcolm Duncklee

Karen Dunne Haley Eck Sara Eck

Jessica Edwards Jon Eikenberry Sofia Elias

Melissa Ellis Kristyn Elton Stacie Erdahl

Karen Erde Elizabeth Espinoza Megan Fairbank

Ashleigh Farleigh Susan Alice Faulkner Kelsey Ferreira

Jacque Fitzgerald David Flaskerud Nancy Fleming

Pam Fletcher Sarah Foltz Pamela Foust

Leah Fox Jenna Fraser Whitney Frisch

Rebecca Furlong Mary Gaido Rayhe Gaisford

Amy Gannon John Garagliano Greg Gardner

John Garland Chitra Gautham Jim Geear

Joel Victor Gerston Stephen Gessling Zoe Gladstone



Marnie Glickman Jeanie Gosline Monika Graf

Lizabeth Grothjan Carolyn Groves Donna Grubbs

Laura Guerrero Molly Guidette Matthew Gwinup

Becky Irma Haas Alison Hake Michael Halloran

Carole Hamilton Lynne Hana Laura Hanks

Lisa Hannah Alexa Hasman Nancy Hasman

Jessica Hatch Melissa Hathaway Nancy Hawk

Susan Haywood Sara Headley Alicia Heddon

Leanna Heiman Linda Hendrix Irene Henjum

Carolyn Henry Stephanie Henry Ruth Herbert

Darci Van Duzer Heroy Gregory Heuss Carey Ann Hilbert

Joan Hill Katie Hilt Melissa Himmelman

Mary Hoglund Ashley Holmer Bradley Holmes

Linda Honn Ariane Dixon Hopman Julie Howe

Suzanne Hudson Susan Huegel Michael Huff

P. Shawn Irvin Lawrence Jacobson Elizabeth Wagner Jacoby

Karen Jaffe Jim Jagger Susan James

Natalie Jenkins Stacey Jenkins Barbara Jewel

Cheryl Johnson Keith Johnson Mary Elizabeth Johnson

Bethany Jones Robert Jones Glenna Jordan

Kelly Josephson Gabrielle Josephson Teri L. Kaliher

Angela Carol Kamm Thomas Karwaki Beth Keebler

Lesley Kempsell Elspeth Kendig Barbara Kenny

Justine Kerner Jivan Khalsa Rita Kiley

Joana Elizabeth Kirchhoff Elizabeth Klein Elizabeth Koback

Melanie Kong-Shaw Caroline Koopford Colin Koopman

Alyssa Kornbrath Sandy Kosik Gay Kramer-Dodd



Katie Kresl Ellie Krewson Sage Krewson

Cara Kunz Deborah Lackowitz Linda Ladwig

Julia Lager-Mesulam Carin Lahr Roby Lanford

Lillian Lauer Kristin Lazar TD Le

Yvette Leclair Melissa Lee Ruth B. Lefevre

Jamie Leinbach Sue Leonetti Rebecca Leonhardt

Eunice Letzing Rachel Levy M. Linden

Debbie Lindgren Katie Linehan Jeri Linn

Alek Lisulov Jennifer Paige Litwin Jesse Litwin

Seth Litwin Jesse Loesberg Jennifer Love

Leslee Lucas Chris Lynch Carrie Lyons

Wendy Machalicek Larinda Malm-Nelson Charlotte Maloney

Jenn Mann Carol Manstrom Lisa Manthey

Kimi Marin Mary Marlowe Sarah Mason

Brittney Mast Tiffany Mathes Kimberly Matheson

Elizabeth Mathis Louise McAllister Donna McCartney-Smith

Rita McCarty Jennifer McClain Karen Jane McCune

Carolyn McDonald Jennifer McGovney Wendy McGowan

Therese McIntyre Elizabeth McKanna Carter Wills McKenzie

Bradley McLeroy Kathleen McLeroy Maya McLeroy

Shannon McMullen Julie McNamara Allyson Medeles

Dynee Medlock Gretchen Merrill Tom Miars

Sarah Michel Sarah B. Micheli Mandi Middlestetter

Bret Miller Bruce Miller James Miller

Michele Miller Teri Mills Summar Miney

Megan Mishler Kristin Mombert Mary Sharon Moore

Elissa Morris Charlotte Morrow Johanna Morton



Martha Moultry Chelsea Muehe Cristy Murray

Katie Newcomb Allison Newton Lisa Nguyen

Katlynn Nicolls Jessie Nolan Paul Notti

Anna Notti Zach Notti Renee Oakes

Jessica O’Donnell Chandra Valli Paetsch Mary Lynn Willis Parodi

Colleen Paslack Erin Patnode Liliana Pattie

Richard Payne Karla Pemberton Ella Perez

Charlotte Peterson Diane Pritchard Peterson Josh Peterson

Dana Petre-Miller Suzanne Pflaum Irene Phillips

Evelyn Pietrowski-Ciullo Stephanie Pietz Kathleen Pinsonault

Janna Piper Jim Pittinger Jane Pittinger

Barbar Baker Popoff Michele Porter Lyndsay Posey

Dianna Pounder Gregory Pozovich Kipp Preble

Nancy Preib Sofie Prideaux Steve Prince

Laila Pudewell Emee Pumarega Jill Punches

Phillip John Quarterman Heather Raab Lynn Radosevich

Janet Radtke Austin Raglione Martha Ann Ravits

Julie Nanette Rawland Lisa Read Jenny Redmond

Penney Reed Ashley Rees Matthew Rego

Sarah Remy Carolyn Renaud Barb Reuter

Lodi Rice Terry Lynn Robertson Sheila Robinson

Sarah Ziv Rosman Tia Ross Randy Rowe

Amanda Ryan-Fear Bethany Rydmark Sara Safdie

David Sanders Lezley Sanders Mary Jo Sanders

Shannon Sanford Heather Savelich Jake Savelich

Rebecca Schenck Kat Schon Ben Schonberger

Joren Schroder Esther Schwartz Shavaun Scott



Sara Sell Nathan Sexton Megan Shafer

Jennifer Shain Don Shetters Thea Shiota

Sherwin Simmons Veena Singwi Caroline Lisa Skidmore

Jon Skidmore Jay Skinner Eileen Sieva

Janvier Slick Jayme Sloan Jan Smith

Michelle Smith Jamie Smith-Ellis Valerie Snyder

McKay Moore Sohlberg Brandalyn Sprinkle William Spurlock

Christy St. Clair Emma Standish Katie Staton

Brandy Steelhammer Brooke Stehley Rob Bruce Stein

Elizabeth Steiner Ash Stewart Amy Stone

Esther Streisfeld Denita Joy Stietelmeier Lauren Sullivan

Mark Summers Tessa Sundaram Jocelyn Swenson

Amelia Sydes Marjorie Takei Michelle Taube

Elizabeth Thielman Ann Thomas Erin Thompson

Brianna Thorne Stephnie Thorne Rick Tietz

Bradley Tracy Jacquie Tracy Linda Traynor

Laurie Trieger Jena Turner Hilary Uhlig

Leo Uhlig Zoe Caroline Uhlig Jacquelyn Marie Ulum

Enie Vaisburd Adrian Vandehey April Vanderwal

Kaari Vaughn Patricia Vickers Lisa Vinciguerra

Walter Vos Barb Wagar Maxine Walkenhorst

Vickie Walker Jasmine Wallin Karen Walter

Dona Ward Johanna Ward Erinn Warner

Stacy J. Warnick-Hesse Emily Watters Nancy Weber

Lauren Webster Sarah Webster-Straughan Debra Weinman

Breana White Heather Wick Chris Wig

Kerry Willhite Daniel Williams Melissa Williams



Sarah Frizzell Williams Sian Williams Cindy Wilson

Dana Wilson Kate Wilson Tracy Wilson

Renee Windsor-White Jillian Wing Molly Winters

Scott Winters Elizabeth Withers Sandra Wood

Lin Woodrich Tenille Woodward Carrie Wouda

Sara Wright Sarah Wuepper Bridget Wyatt

Sarah Wynhof Arya Yae Aimee Yamamori

Chelsea Yznaga Jessica Zink Brittnee Zwirn



November 29, 2023

Members of the University of Oregon Firearms Policy Work Group
1585 E 13th Ave.
Eugene, OR 97403

Dear University of Oregon Firearms Policy Work Group,

On behalf of Everytown for Gun Safety and the Oregon chapters of Moms Demand Action and Students
Demand Action for Gun Sense in America, I’m writing to express our support for the university’s proposed
update to policy IV.05.05 on firearms.

Senate Bill 554, which went into effect September 2021, allows universities and K-12 schools to prohibit
firearms on school property, without exceptions for concealed handgun license (CHL) holders. Under
current law, firearms are already prohibited on school property, but there is an exception for individuals
with CHLs. Now that SB 554 is in effect, the University has the authority to enact a new policy prohibiting
all firearms on school property.

Studies have shown that the presence of guns in schools does not make anyone safer; to the contrary, it puts
teachers, students and staff at greater risk.

States that allow guns at colleges and universities have seen students and staff alike suffer from negligent
gun violence on campus. For example, in Idaho, just a few months after the passage of a 2014 law that
forced Idaho colleges to allow individuals to carry guns on campus, a professor with a permit
unintentionally shot himself in the leg during a chemistry lab.1 In 2016, a permit-holding student in Texas
unintentionally discharged his gun in his dorm room just weeks after a guns-on-campus law went into
effect.2 In 2017, a Utah student with a concealed carry permit reached into his backpack and unintentionally
fired his gun in a campus cafeteria, hitting a table and light fixture. It was the second incident of
unintentional gunfire on the campus in two years.3 In 2019, a Georgia student unintentionally shot and
wounded himself in a campus lounge.4

4 Gabriela Miranda, “UGA Community Debates Gun Law after Accidental Shooting on Campus,” The Red & Black,
October 24, 2019, https://bit.ly/37pkknc.

3 Luke Ramseth, “UVU Student Accidentally Discharges Firearm near Campus Restaurants; No One Injured,” Salt Lake
Tribune, April 26, 2017, http://bit.ly/2qj103T.

2 Claire Cardona, “Tarleton State Student Accidentally Fires Gun in Campus Dorm,” Dallas Morning News, September
15, 2016, https://bit.ly/3mGzISB.

1 Associated Press, “Idaho State University Teacher Accidentally Shoots Self in Class,” CBS News, September 4, 2014,
http://every.tw/188lNOu.

https://bit.ly/37pkknc
http://bit.ly/2qj103T
https://bit.ly/3mGzISB
http://every.tw/188lNOu


Meanwhile, campus life is rife with other risk factors that make the presence of guns potentially dangerous.
In a 2019 national survey, 62 percent of US college students reported drinking alcohol in the past month, 35
percent reported getting drunk, and 30 percent reported using illicit drugs.5 Mental illness is a significant
problem among college students. In another 2019 national survey, three out of five college students
reported “overwhelming anxiety” in the past year, and two out of five “felt so depressed that it was difficult
to function.”6 Rates of suicidal ideation also doubled between the 2006-2007 and 2016-2017 school years.7
With access to firearms tripling the risk of dying by suicide, the danger of allowing more guns on campus is
clear.

We urge the University to use their ability under the new law to update their campus weapons policy and
keep guns off campus grounds.

Sincerely,

Sarah Sumadi, Associate Regional Director for State Government Affairs
Everytown for Gun Safety, Moms Demand Action, Students Demand Action
450 Lexington Ave.
New York, NY 10163
ssumadi@everytown.org

7 Sarah Ketchen Lipson, Emily G. Lattie, and Daniel Eisenberg, “Increased Rates of Mental Health Service Utilization
by US College Students: 10-Year Population-Level Trends (2007–2017),” Psychiatric Services 70, no. 1 (November
2018): 60–63, https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ps.201800332.

6 American College Health Association, “National College Health Assessment II: Reference Group Executive Summary,
Spring 2019” (Silver Spring, MD: American College Health Association, 2019), https://bit.ly/3lJeu5e.

5 John E. Schulenberg et al.,Monitoring the Future: National Survey Results on Drug Use, 1975-2019: Volume II,
College Students & Adults Ages 19-60 (Ann Arbor: Institute for Social Research, The University of Michigan, 2020),
https://bit.ly/3gSnLXV.

https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.ps.201800332
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